|dus Martiae

Caesaris funus

Translate the first paragraph and answer the questions below on
the second

Quintus in gradibus templi stans magnam pompanm conspexit in
forum procédentem. magistratus feretrum ferébant, in qud
jacebat corpus Caesaris. in medium forum processerunt
feretrumgque prd rostris déposuérunt. Marcus Antonius, Caesaris
amicus, rostra ascendit et orationem ad populum habuit.
Caesarem laudavit, conitiratds vehementer acciisavit, populum ad
furdrem excitavit. :

ubi Antonius orationem confécit déscenditque de rostris,
hominés ubique clamabant et furébant. duo homings, qui prope
rostra stabant, gladiis armati facgsque manibus tenentes, ad
feretrum accessérunt. feretrum facibus accendérunt. alit
accurrérunt et virgulta in flammas i€cerunt; alii subsellia
rapuérunt et imposuérunt. mox ingéns pyra ardébat et corpus
Caesaris flammis crematum erat. deinde mants hominum & foro
cucurrérunt conitiratds quaerentium, certi mortem Caesaris
vindicire.

1 What was the effect of Antony’s speech on the crowd? 2]
2 What did the two men standing near the platform do? [2]
3 How did other members of the crowd react? (4]
4 What did the men who ran from the forum intend to do? [2]

THE END OF THE REPUBLIC

A key moment in the long drawn-out death of the Roman
republic occurred in 60 BC. As we saw in chapter 21, the three
most powerful men of the time, Julius Caesar, Gnaeus Pompey
and Marcus Licinius Crassus, joined in an alliance known as the
First Triumvirate. They made it clear that nothing would stand in
their way and, when he became consul in 59 BC, Caesar made
sure that nothing did. The Triumvirate was supported by the
army, the knights and the people, and so the senate was unable to
oppose it. Nobody paid any attention to Cicero’s frantic appeals
to save the republic.

Over the next decade Caesar fought his famous and brilliant
campaigns in Gaul (France, Holland and Belgium), through
which he established a justified reputation as one of the greatest
generals in the history of the world. He ensured that his military
genius gained a wide circulation by writing his own history of his
campaigns in the seven books of his Commentaries of the War in
Gaul. These show him not only as a great general but as a fine
war correspondent. They are direct and plain in style but always
exciting. His two raids on Britain (in 55 and 54 BC) proved of
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CHAPTER 26

little lasting value but had all the glamour of perilous journeys
into the unknown. However, the situation at Rome was less happy
for him. The alliance between Pompey, Crassus and himself, all of
them ruthlessly ambitious, lasted a surprisingly long time; it
threatened to dissolve in 56 BC, but the three met and patched
things up. Crassus, however, was killed in Parthia in 53 BC (see
the end of chapter 21), and Pompey became more and more
, closely allied to the senate. Caesar and Pompey were being driven
I further apart, and the senate voted on 1 January 49 BC that Caesar,
| who was still in Gaul, should lay down his command.
Caesar’s response came on 10 January, when he brought his
‘ army into Italy. This was really a declaration of civil war since it
‘ ! was treason for a general to enter Italy at the head of an army.
| i | Caesar fully realized the great significance of what he was doing.
\ 5 He spent one hour in solitary thought. Then he crossed the river
‘}' | Rubicon, which marked the frontier between Gaul and Italy, and
\ ‘ exclaimed ‘iacta alea est!” (‘The die is cast!’)
. Pompey and most of the senate withdrew across the Adriatic to
I ‘ Greece. Caesar defeated Pompey's supporters in Spain, then
\ followed him to Greece and in 48 BC won a great victory over
‘: him at Pharsalus. Pompey fled on horseback and succeeded in
escaping to Egypt, but was stabbed to death as he landed.
Ptolemy, the boy king of Egypt, sent his head to Caesar, hoping to
win favor with him, but the victor was revolted and distressed by
this grisly gift.
i Other wars were to follow — including the lightning campaign
| in Pontus in Asa when he polished off his opponents there with
il | the celebrated boast ‘véni, vidi, vict (‘I came, I saw, I conquered’).
i He had a notorious love affair with Cleopatra, the irresistible
| Egyptian queen. He was by now the most powerful man in the
%i Western world, and, great statesman that he was, he embarked
| on a series of major reforms and a vast building program.
Yet many worried that he was taking so much power into
his hands. He was appointed dictator, first in 49 BC and
. then for life in February 44 BC. Though he refused the
| title réx (king), he put on the purple robe worn by the
‘ Tarquins, and his supreme power struck many as
intolerable. A conspiracy to assassinate him led by
Marcus Brutus and Gaius Cassius succeeded in 44 BC.
His mutilated body fell at the foot of the statue of his
it - great opponent Pompey, as you have read.
‘ It was now the task of his friend Marcus Antonius and
i of his great-nephew and heir Octavian to avenge his death.
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